Information about Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA)
Prepared for: The Central West Focus Area Steering Committee
1. What is a TIA?
Answer: Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) is the term used for the study of the expected effects of development projects on transportation facilities.  The TIA’s purpose is to determine whether the transportation system can accommodate the traffic generated by the proposed development project and if improvements are needed to the roadways, bike routes, sidewalks, and transit services affected by the project.  This helps decision makers determine whether to approve the project and what conditions to impose on the project.

2. What does “no-build” analysis mean?
Answer: An analysis of the projected traffic conditions in the study area at the build-out year if the proposed development is not built. The build-out year is the anticipated opening year of the development, assuming full build-out and occupancy.

3. What triggers a TIA; when is it done?
Answer: Under the following circumstances, a transportation impact analysis is typically required: 
A. Submittal of a development proposal requesting a change in zoning.
B. Submittal of an application for a major subdivision, special use permit, or site plan review. Typically, a full transportation impact analysis as detailed herein is required for all these development requests. The requirement to prepare a full transportation impact analysis may be waived by the Town Manager only if all of the following conditions are met:
· Daily trip generation is less than 500 (or, for a change to an existing property that does not requiring rezoning, difference in daily trip generation is less than 500); and
· No more than 250 vehicles per day (or, for a change to an existing property that does not requiring rezoning, no more than 250 vehicles per day in difference) access an existing collector or local road; and
· The total traffic, including background traffic and additional traffic from proposed new site or redeveloped property does not exceed an average of 150 vehicles per day on any unpaved road; and
· The applicant submits a written request for a Traffic Impact Analysis waiver with appropriate supporting documentation including pedestrian/bicycle analysis, if applicable; and
· The Town Manager concurs with the request.

TIA is done before submitting the development application to the Town.
4. Who does the TIA, and who pays for it?
Answer: The Town Consultant prepares the TIA, and the developer pays to the Town.


5. Where can I find examples of TIAs for the Central West Focus Area?
Answer: Examples can be found by contacting the Traffic Engineering Division of Public Works Department.  The following recent studies available for public review:
· Library Expansion
· Chartwell
· Carolina North
· Walgreens
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Orange United Methodist Church Expansion

To contact the Traffic Engineering Division, please call 919-969-5093.
6. Is there a summary of important findings from TIAs for the Central West Focus Area?
Answer: There are no combined summary findings from all TIAs.  However, each TIA has an executive summary, and it includes summary findings for that particular development in the area.  There was no traffic study completed for the area as whole.
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