Community Character Small Group

Central West Focus Area

Notes from the March 21, 2013 Small Group Discussion

Steering Committee Members Present: Whit Rummel, Amy Ryan, and David Tuttle
Town Staff Present: Loryn Clark
Notes Arranged Based on Topics

General

5. MLK and Estes will have different character

34.  Different parts of this area will have different character – Some divisions could be Estes (school and residential), Estes at Franklin, Estes/MLK intersection, Estes Drive Ext., MLK

Experiential Character

1.  Estes needs to be a complete street, slower paced, smaller scale

2.  Want to change the area from a “pass through” place to somewhere with destinations where people will want to stop and can meet with their others.  Should foster connections between neighbors, but also pull outsiders

7.  There should be things on MLK that draw you in, make you pause, something to make it pedestrian friendly

19.  Want a comfortable neighborhood feel

Response to Carolina North

9.  Commercial across from Carolina North could be a “little Franklin Street”

11.  Development on east side of MLK opposite Carolina North should somehow respond to the CN development (scale? feeling?)

22.  Activity in commercial nodes focus inward – not on MLK, Estes; these are not Franklin style downtown shopping streets

Connections/Porosity/Buffers

6.  MLK is now more of a highway – should change its character to allow for connections between the east and west sides.

12.  There should be a porous connection between the eastern Estes area and the Carolina North campus

17.  Buffers to single-family neighborhoods shouldn’t be barriers, but should connect and protect.  Beckoning rather than barriers

25.  Have some green buffer between new buildings and MLK

26.  Heights should be lower next to neighborhoods, on street, step up in middle of development

Bringing a Heart to the Area

4.  Maybe a public plaza for gatherings?

13.  Should have a node of some kind on the NE corner of Estes/MLK

14.  Create a heart for the neighborhood (like Market Street in Southern Village).  Place where people can go on daily tasks and run into their neighbors

15.  Scale of the heart – small, neighborhood services

16.  Expand public areas, maybe around school tennis courts to offer more public green space.  Some kind of connecting amenity here between single-family neighborhoods and more intense uses along MLK?

18.  Possible places similar to the Estes/MLK neighborhood node – Midtown in Raleigh, Five Points in Raleigh.  Other examples from community:  Myers Park in Charlotte, University Drive near park in Durham

27.  Create a neighborhood that has destinations, interactions

32.  Emphasize local destination retail to keep from increasing traffic in the area

Physical Character

3.  Any commercial area should be neighborhood scale.

10.  Don’t want Walgreens-type generic chain development

20.  Maintain and enhance the tree canopy and character along Estes

21.  Enhance MLK to be more of a green parkway?

23.  Give MLK a sense of place that’s lacking now.  Maybe consider dividing into through lanes and slip lanes (which access residential and retail in a slower way), with a treed median.  Use renovations to Hillsborough Street and Avent Ferry in Raleigh as examples – busy roads that actually decreased width to improve character but still can handle traffic

24. Development in the area shouldn’t be higher than the tree canopy

33.  Local scale – housing interwoven with retail and office uses

29.  Area SE of the MLK/Estes intersection – place where the tree canopy is really important; focus should be on preserving.

30. Area SE of MLK/Estes – does development here figure out a way to feature and respond to natural environment (creeks etc.)? Example of Greenville, SC

31.  On the MLK frontage, this area should eventually develop a similar character to the tracts across from Carolina North

Building on the Past and Distinctive Features of CH and the Area

8.  Chapel Hill was once the “cool” place to go – how do we keep a distinctive character that makes us a cool place to go again?

28.  How do we pull the past of CH and the neighborhood into the future? How do we retain the specialness of Chapel Hill (important icon to much of NC via the University)? Maybe talk to people who did such a good job of managing this during the 2000’s campus building process?

Transcription of Notes
1. Estes needs to be a complete street, slower paced, smaller scale with bike lanes, sidewalks and traffic calming
2. Want to change the area from a “pass through” place to somewhere with destinations where people will want to stop and can meet with their others.  Should foster connections between neighbors, but also pull outsiders

3. Any commercial area should be neighborhood scale.

4. Maybe a public plaza for gatherings?

5. MLK and Estes will have different character 
6. MLK is now more of a highway – should change its character to allow for connections between the east and west sides.

7. There should be things on MLK that draw you in, make you pause, something to make it pedestrian friendly

8. Chapel Hill was once the “cool” place to go – how do we keep a distinctive character that makes us a cool place to go again?
9. Commercial across from Carolina North could be a “little Franklin Street”

10. Don’t want Walgreens-type generic chain development
11. Development on east side of MLK opposite Carolina North should somehow respond to the CN development (scale? feeling?)

12.  There should be a porous connection between the eastern Estes area and the Carolina North campus
13.  Should have a node of some kind on the NE corner of Estes/MLK
14.  Create a heart for the neighborhood (like Market Street in Southern Village).  Place where people can go on daily tasks and run into their neighbors
15.  Scale of the heart – small, neighborhood services

16.  Expand public areas, maybe around school tennis courts to offer more public green space.  Some kind of connecting amenity here between single-family neighborhoods and more intense uses along MLK? Create a community noted with the YMCA and the schools – the “heart” of the area.
17.  Buffers to single-family neighborhoods shouldn’t be barriers, but should connect and protect.  Beckoning rather than barriers
18.  Possible places similar to the Estes/MLK neighborhood node – Midtown in Raleigh, Five Points in Raleigh.  Other examples from community:  Myers Park in Charlotte, University Drive near park in Durham

19.  Want a comfortable neighborhood feel

20.  Maintain and enhance the tree canopy and character along Estes
21.  Enhance MLK to be more of a green parkway?

22.  Activity in commercial nodes focus inward – not on MLK, Estes; these are not Franklin style downtown shopping streets

23.  Give MLK a sense of place that’s lacking now.  Maybe consider dividing into through lanes and slip lanes (which access residential and retail in a slower way), with a treed median.  Use renovations to Hillsborough Street and Avent Ferry in Raleigh as examples – busy roads that actually decreased width to improve character but still can handle traffic
24. Development in the area shouldn’t be higher than the tree canopy
25.  Have some green buffer between new buildings and MLK

26.  To create more variety in the community, heights should be lower next to neighborhoods, on street, step up in middle of development 
27.  Create a neighborhood that has destinations, interactions – improve the vitality of the area
28.  How do we pull the past of CH and the neighborhood into the future? How do we retain the specialness of Chapel Hill (important icon to much of NC via the University)? Maybe talk to people who did such a good job of managing this during the 2000’s campus building process?

29.  Area SE of the MLK/Estes intersection – place where the tree canopy is really important; focus should be on preserving.

30. Area SE of MLK/Estes – does development here figure out a way to feature and respond to natural environment (creeks etc.)? Example of Greenville, SC

31.  On the MLK frontage, this area should eventually develop a similar character to the tracts across from Carolina North

32.  Emphasize local destination retail to keep from increasing traffic in the area
33.  Local scale – housing interwoven with retail and office uses

34.  Different parts of this area will have different character – Some divisions could be Estes (school and residential), Estes at Franklin, Estes/MLK intersection, Estes Drive Ext., MLK
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