Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety and Connectivity Small Group
Central West Focus Area

Notes from the March 21, 2013 Small Group Discussion

Steering Committee Members Present: Keith Billy and Mickey Jo Sorrell

Town Staff Present: Megan Wooley

Principles that Emerged from Discussion

· Provide adequate widths of sidewalks and multi-use paths for pedestrians and bicyclists, on Estes Drive, MLK, and subdivision roads into the neighborhoods 

· All improvements need to be accessible a meet ADA requirements, including ramps and sidewalks 
· Provide safe bicycle and pedestrian access to transit

· Have sidewalks to stops

· Have bus stops coincide with safe crosswalks 

· The importance of neighborhood bicycle and pedestrian permeability and interconnecting neighborhoods
· Provide safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities along Estes Drive to Phillips Middle and Estes Hills Elementary Schools, to the Chapel Hill Public Library, and throughout the walk zone

Questions
· How does the Bike Plan match with the work of the Central West Focus Area plan? Should the Central West Focus Area members attend the Bike Plan meetings?

· How does the Central West work interact with the draft Parks and Recreation Master Plan and the draft Greenways Plan?

· How does the Carolina North Bike Connector plan interact with the Central West area?

· Is there a bike ordinance for the Town which illustrates where it is and is not okay to ride a bike? 

· Grant funding for MLK and Estes – How much is funding is available? 

· There is a striped crosswalk on Piney Mountain Road that leads to an unmaintained path; who owns this land?
· Who decides that a street should be a “complete street”? NCDOT? The Town? 

· Is MLK being identified as a complete street? If not, why?

· Is there a Safe Routes to School network in the area? [There probably isn’t one in place because there isn’t a safe route to school. Maybe there was one years ago?]
Discussion
Transit

· Buses need more bike capacity. 
· Principle: Provide safe bicycle and pedestrian access to transit

· Have sidewalks to stops

· Have bus stops coincide with safe crosswalks 

Bicycle Improvements

· On MLK: Have a lane that is dedicated to both bus and bike

· A wide lane
· Buses are less frequent than cars so bikes will have less interactions with other vehicles 

· Then have three lanes for traffic

· Increase opportunities for people to bike on MLK 

· Want a nice, safe ride for bicyclists; the more people on the road, the safer it will become. 

Intersections

· The intersection at MLK and Estes is dangerous. 

· Would like to have connectivity across MLK along Estes at the intersection. 

Bike and Pedestrian connections within neighborhood

· North and south connectors are needed. Could the areas that are already cleared/maintained be made into bike lanes?

· There are some paths in the neighborhood that are for fire truck accessibility, and people walk on these. 

· “Stub roads” could have five-foot wide walking paths

· Principle: The importance of neighborhood permeability and interconnecting neighborhoods. 

· Opportunities to interconnect neighborhoods through bike and pedestrian paths. 

Bike and Pedestrian connections to schools

· Currently, the schools have required walk zones, but there is no way to walk to the schools safely 

· Principle: Provide safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities along Estes Drive to Phillips Middle and Estes Hills Elementary Schools and throughout the walk zone. 

· Have safe crosswalks to the schools

Pedestrian Improvements

· On Estes: Could have a multi-use sidewalk on one side and a five-foot sidewalk on the other

· Multi-use paths are usually 8-10 feet wide

· Wide enough so that pedestrians will feel safe with bicyclists 

· Both way traffic for bicyclists and for pedestrians

· Connect the opposite sides of the roads with crosswalks

· Be mindful of the location of the crosswalk as there are limited places to put a crosswalk safely

· On MLK: Have a wide sidewalk for people who use the bus

· The Goddard School on MLK: Children may be traveling by bus. There is a sidewalk in front of the school, but it doesn’t connect to other areas. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

· MLK is critical to getting people to UNC  - need to consider what we can do now to make this as safe as possible

Estes Drive: 
· Needs wide sidewalks and crosswalks

· Need to consider how we can do this today. 

· The group had a discussion about whether there should be more signalized lights on Estes, and they decided that it may be more appropriate to have more crossing guards. 

Good reasons to walk and bike in the area:

· Two schools

· The library

· YMCA

· Churches

· UNC

· Bus stops

· For exercise: people are often jogging in the area. 
Additional Thoughts
· Important to consider how you can maximize the improvements and minimize the costs

· Want improvements that are reasonable, practical, implementable, and affordable 

· If the Town builds the paths (or formalizes existing paths), then the Town needs to maintain them

· Interested in making the area less desirable for people to drive. 

· The elements that we are talking about here should be duplicated elsewhere – in other focus areas. 

· On campus, bicyclists and pedestrians co-exist well. 

· People are often walking and running on Piney Mountain Road – many may live in Shadowood and Timber Hollow 
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