Central West Bike/Ped Focus Group





4/4/13

Attendees: Mia Burroughs, Mickey Jo Sorrell, Bruce Murray, Garrett Davis

Notetaker: Brian Callaway

Principles

1) Provide a safe, multi-use path along the northside of Estes from Caswell westward to connect with Carroro, Carolina North, and the Campus-to-Campus connector.

· ADA Accessibility on all paths

· Safe and connected access to all transit stops

2) Develop a bike/ped oriented wayfinding signage system.

3) Consider MLK/Estes intersection a gateway access point that accommodates safe bike/ped accessibility.

· Construct a pedestrian-friendly grand circle at MLK/Estes

· Incorporate a signature fountain as a focal point of the area – the “New Well”

· ADA Accessibility on all paths

· Safe and connected access to all transit stops

4) Assume that MLK incorporates complete streets principles that provide bike/ped facilities.

· ADA Accessibility on all paths

· Safe and connected access to all transit stops

5) Encourage expanding connectivity and permeability of bike/ped access within neighborhoods.


· Develop a designated, signed bike/ped route from Caswell to the library.

· ADA Accessibility on all paths

· Safe and connected access to all transit stops

Notes:

Review of last week: Principles from last week still need sharpening and consensus. Cost review of infrastructure.

· What are adequate widths? Wide enough for walker & bikers to feel safe w/2-way bike and ped traffic. All ages, children, parents, middle school, and elementary.

· Safe Routes to Schools (Active Routes to School in Chapel Hill). No funding due to low percentage of Free and Reduced Lunches. Projects ongoing in Carrboro. 

1) Multi-use path on north side of Estes? Sidewalk on south side? How wide would be required? Consider flow patterns.

2) Schools to MLK have space for paths, schools to Franklin are limited by houses & setbacks down the hill

3) Does a trail “ending” at the schools make sense? (Bottleneck from Caswell down the hill)

4) How to use Elliott to Library through Pritchard Park to U Mall and Community Center? How to get from Clayton to library? Elliot is overflow parking for the schools, popular with parents & likely residents as well.

5) Walk zones can vary based on community conditions

6) Traffic congestion around schools limited to about10 minutes twice a day.

7) Complete Streets: Accommodate all (as many as possible) users. Could work on MLK, what about Estes? Space issues on Estes? How do we express the concept to achieve the multi-modal connectivity goals?

8) West of Caswell 

9) Road diets

10) Pedestrian bulb-outs to shorten pedestrian crossings

11) School crossing guards are present at peak school hours

12) MLK-Estes discussion needed with stakeholders about intersection. 

· Could MLK/Estes be a spot for a roundabout?

· Circles like D.C. or Madrid?

· Gateway intersection – signature opportunity

· Beauty & walkable. Signalized?

· Water feature

· Creative solution needed at this intersection


· More pedestrian access required at the spot

· Flow at YMCA is another concern to address here

· Major crossing to get to bus stop (how to improve these crossings)

· Make sure buses and articulated buses could fit, Bus Rapid Transit

· We cannot leave that intersection as it is

13) Principles at MLK-Estes

· Bike & Ped access

· Establish as central hub for connectivity to focus whole area

· Gateway opportunity

· More purposeful for users

· Destination opportunity for bikers

· Grand circle, not a roundabout

· Design out from intersection 

14) Signage & wayfinding

15) “Neighborhood permeability” specifies bike & ped permeability. Should we map private paths? No, probably not. Informal paths are not public access in many cases. Huntington & Kensington fire path is public access.

16) Review of Glen Lennox principles: Broad, less useful (bike/ped) due to broadness

17) Off-street bicycle options  - “reducing conflict domain” of users

18) Gateway accommodating all users

19) Separated “bike road” (divided like “Libba Cotton Trail”) with connections to schools and Carolina North

· Possible continuation/linkage to UNC trails at Carolina North and connection to C2C

(moving toward final principles)

20) Connectivity & permeability within neighborhoods

21) Connect schools to library with designated bike/ped route

22) Redesign of MLK-Estes intersection to enable comfortable pedestrian crossing while still allowing vehicle volumns.

23) Non-motorized path from schools all the way west

24) Consider MLK & Estes a gateway access point to area with bike/ped redesign

25) Assume the MLK becomes complete street

26) Encourage expanding connectivity and permeability of bike/ped access within neighborhoods

