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General
1.  The Central West Focus Area is made up of several different zones, which may require different planning solutions.

Experiential Character
2.  The Central West Focus Area plan has an opportunity to create a “heart” for the area, providing destinations and public gathering areas for residents and others passing through the area.

Objectives:
This “heart” should build on some of the unique physical characteristics of Chapel Hill (University architecture, Franklin St., trees, etc.) and social characteristics (music, students, farmer’s market, local business, public art, college sports)
Streets and sidewalks are our public rooms and should be designed (massing, scale, permeability) with an eye to their character.
The “heart” should include public space (either indoor or outdoor).
This area should be primarily neighborhood oriented and draw local residents and workers.
Parking in this area should be limited

Connections
3.  Recognize that MLK and Estes act as barriers to connectivity in the area.

4.  Development opposite Carolina North needs to complement the new campus.

5.  Maximize physical connections (roads, sidewalks, bikeways) and modify major roads so they facilitate cross-connections

Physical Character
6.  The tree canopy is an important part of this area and that character should be maintained.

Objectives:
Plant trees as buffers along the streets
Keep street medians green and planted
Plan for maintaining the tree canopy, replacing older trees as they die out [we didn’t actually finish this one, but this is the direction I remember; correct me if I’ve got it wrong]

7.  Heights along the streets should be moderate (pedestrian scale), lower near existing single family neighborhoods, and taller at the interior of a site.

Objectives:
The tallest buildings should not tower over or obscure the tree canopy
Use trees and open spaces to transition to single family neighborhoods


8.  Building fronts along pedestrian ways should be articulated and be inviting to passersby.

