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1. Identity/Sense of Place: The Central West Focus Area should serve as a gateway into downtown Chapel Hill through use of design elements that reflect the Town’s character and its commitment to being a unique, livable community.  As well, Central West should have its own heart, providing destinations and gathering areas for residents, workers, students, and visitors.
2. Complementary Design: New development should be compatible with the existing and planned elements of the Central West area, and create appropriate transitions between differing land uses.  This includes gradual height and density changes between established single-family neighborhoods, any future multi-story development fronting MLK and Estes, and the Carolina North Campus buildings.  
3. Connectivity:  The design of Central West should foster connections between people and places.  This includes:
· Auto, bike, pedestrian, and bus circulation within and between newly developed parcels
· Multi-modal links to the larger Chapel Hill community (e.g., rapid bus service to downtown; trails to schools, library, etc.)
· Easy mode transfers (e.g., bicycle to bus)
· Urban design that connects campus and community
4. Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety: Pedestrian and bicycle safety and convenience should be of paramount importance in Central West.  Key factors include complete street design and/or dedicated multi-use paths; facilitated crossings of MLK, Estes, and other potential barriers; and connectivity into a larger Chapel Hill pedestrian and bicycle network.
5. Transit Accessibility: Central West has an opportunity to benefit from the improved transit service associated with the Carolina North campus, including additional bus routes and increased frequencies.  The CWFA should have an urban design pattern and pedestrian/bicycle facilities to take advantage of its proximity to quality transit service.  
6. Mixed Uses: A balanced mix of uses should be provided in Central West, including office, retail and residential, to encourage live-work-shop conditions, and decreasing dependence on automobile travel.
7. Public Spaces/Gathering Places: Public and gathering spaces of varying sizes, designs and purposes should be available in Central West.  These should be integrated into developer led projects as well as within public rights-of-way, civic areas, school campuses, and commercial areas.  
8. Diversity: Central West transportation and land uses should encourage and support economic, lifestyle, age, and social diversity of its residents.  
9. Sustainable Practices:  Central West development should promote environmental protection through the use of low-impact stormwater management, green building practices, and environmentally conscious site design.  
10. Green Environment:  Development in Central West should enhance existing natural resources, such as significant tree stands, tree canopy, creeks and steep slopes.  These natural features should be promoted as centerpieces of the area, contributing to Central West’s character and identity.  
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