Community Comments from the Central West Focus Area Community Drop-By Session
April 25, 2013
Note: Comments in italics were not directly written on the boards; rather, these are explanatory. 
Principle 1: Create a Strong Sense of Place
The Central West Focus Area plan will promote the creation of a vibrant sense of place, respecting its character as a comfortable tree-lined community that is home to important Chapel Hill institutions and that will serve as a gateway to Carolina North.
· The following phrase was amended by authors, so that the final phrase read: The Central West Focus Area plan will promote the creation of a vibrant sense of place, respecting its character as a comfortable tree-lined also residential residential and commercial and learning community that is home to families and important Chapel Hill institutions and that serve as a gateway to Carolina North. 

· No tall buildings, no business – Additional comment: Agree (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· Be realistic about Carolina North timeline.

· Protect neighborhoods and institutions. 

· Multi-use community 

· Schools

· Protect the visual and aesthetic character of the MLK entranceway

· Keep wide tree buffers between street and buildings!

· Safe walking!

· Pace sidewalks/bikepaths

· What about new ideas? Would that be automatically incompatible? We need a Weaver Street-type place

· Objective: Complement and support the huge investment and opportunity at Carolina North (And don’t undermine it by generating more congestion and development that would detract from it.)
Principle 2: Ensure Community Compatibility
New development will provide a compatible bridge between the well-established residential character of the area and the new character that will evolve on and around Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. near the Carolina North campus.

· The word “compatible” was crossed out.
· The word “schools?” was written above “area and the”
· Next to “new character” was “?? Please define – yes!”
· Provide treed, landscaped buffers for neighborhood 

· Comment added to end of the above statement: and for Estes

· Comment added to end of the above statement: Between development and existing R-1 areas and not buildings directly on street edge

· Transition and vary density and heights of buildings

· Residential housing should encourage long-term resident occupancy and occupant social investment in the community – Additional comment: Yes!

· Protect existing neighborhood characters and institutions, no throughways in existing neighborhoods! 

Principle 3: Create Community Connections
New development in Central West should create places that foster a strong sense of community and allow people to meet, both formally and informally.
· The phrase “continue to” was added so that the principle read “create places that continue to foster” (Three check marks were next to this statement.)
· No dense residential

· No tall buildings!

· Parks

· Streams

· Keep trees

· No business, no tall buildings over two stories

· Combine denser residential and “pocket parks”

· Use public art to foster gathering

· No public art $$. Yes to open space. 

· Include small independent business that serve as social hubs ( small markets, pub/restaurants – Additional comment: Yes! 

· Comment regarding above comment: Yes! This kind of development can create a community gathering place with a “sense of place” for both residents of the area and Carolina North. 

Principle 4: Improve Physical Connections
New development should provide multiple means of moving within and through the area; improved physical connections between the area and the Town as whole should be explored.
· The word “physical” in the principle name was crossed out, and the words “Bike and Ped” were added. 
· The following phrase was added to the end of the principle name: respecting existing established residential areas

· Paved sidewalks and bike paths, please!

· Residential streets that are now safe for children, pedestrians, and bicycles should not be threatened by “cut-throughs” that would make them unsafe. These residential streets could be spoiled for kids and bicycles without any significant improvements in traffic congestion elsewhere. (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· Build safe/well-lighted walking trails where possible 

· Sidewalks on both sides

· Consider neighborhood needs already in place; quiet, safe, child-friendly

· Keep fire lane closed to protect safety and walkability (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· Pedestrian permeability not auto via residential. 

· Walk to school zone, safe area (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· Keep residential neighborhoods safe for children using residential streets for riding bicycles and play. Keep car traffic to a minimum for residents only. 
· Keep fire lane closed to traffic. (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· If fire lane is opened, use measures to keep it from becoming a major cut through (should be residential use only)

· No cut-throughs in existing neighborhoods, do not develop the fire lane

Principle 5: Minimize Traffic Impacts
The Central West Focus Area plan recognizes the limited capacity of the existing road network and includes land use, transit, and circulation options that can minimize negative impacts on traffic and quality of life in the area. 

· Provide extended hours of bus service – Additional comment: Yes!

· The following phrase was amended by authors, so that the final phrase read: and circulation options will minimize negative impacts of any traffic and enhance quality of life in the area. 

· Opening the fire lane is not a solution. 

· Bike paths are a must
· Please don’t add to the volume of traffic 

· Value added please

· Add traffic circle at Somerset

· New development should must not increase traffic suggestion – Additional comment: Agree (Three check marks were added next to this statement.)
· Consider Demand public safety for schools – Additional comment: Agree (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· Minimize traffic impacts without road widening – Additional comments: Agree, Agree!!!!, Strongly agree!!! (Two check marks were added next to this statement.)
Principle 6: Enhance the Pedestrian/Bicycle Experience
Building a high quality bicycle and pedestrian system that ensures the safe, comfortable, and convenient access for both pedestrians and bicycles is of paramount importance in the area.
· The words “high quality” were crossed out. 
· The word “greenway” was added so that the phrase read: “bicycle, greenway, and pedestrian system”
· Pedestrian safety
· Walk to school zone (Three check marks were added next to this statement.)
· Consider complete streets that automatically include walk, bike, vehicle, and traffic (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
· Plans should address Estes end-to-end: Carrboro to Franklin
· Connect sidewalks, bike lanes, greenways to community/neighborhood destinations 
· Yes!
· Great!!
· Assure the safety of the walking zone around the schools for pedestrians and bikes
· Have bike trail from Martin Luther to Estes school, minimize car use
· Connect neighborhood with pedestrian paths
· Wider sidewalks
· Keep cul-de-sacs intact!
· Avoid creating “cut-though” traffic – Keep the cul-de-sacs – Additional comment: Agree (A check mark was added next to this statement.)
Principle 7: Foster Transit Connections
The location of this area on a major transit route and the increased activity that will come with the development of Carolina North and new, higher density destinations and services in the Central West Area require improved transit service and connections.
· The word “connections” was crossed out and “transit access” was written. 
· Traffic on Estes westbound is already a nightmare – widen Estes before development!

· Ensure transit service during pm hours – Additional comment: and weekend hours (A check mark was next to this statement.)
· Pull outs for buses on MLK and Estes

· Traffic signal at MLK and Stateside

· Sidewalks and bike lanes for “non-car” transit – encourage “walkability” 
· Safe pedestrian crossings ie (timing set for walkers not cars)

Principle 8: Encourage a Diverse Mix of Uses
A balanced mix of uses will be provided to allow for the provision of walkable destinations and to encourage strong local support for new commercial activities.
· The word “new” was crossed out and “local” was added.
· No bars in undergrad housing development

· Walkable destinations great if good sidewalks

· Do not automatically eliminate “non-local” businesses , consider “anchor places” as anchor stores

· Comment regarding above statement: This is not the place for big box retail. Would create too much congestion on roads already over capacity. We have 5 other focus areas, some are roads with high capacity, where these can go. 

· Weaver Street Market kind of business at MLK and Estes – Additional comment: Yes! (This statement had a check mark next to it.)
· The word “walkable destinations” had an asterisk next to it, and the asterisk connected to the following statement: Scenic and safe (“off-road”), well lit

· Encourage development that supports neighborhood and CN needs

· Development at MLK and Estes can provide housing and service for those who will work at Carolina North and retail for those who live in this part of Town. This plan will reduce auto trips and congestion. 

· Comment regarding this comment: This needs to be small scale, low-rise development!

· Playground 
Principle 9: A Diverse Population
New development in the Central West Focus Area should strive to serve broad socio-demographic range of Chapel Hill residents, workers, and visitors.

· The word “broad” was crossed out, a question mark was placed next to it, and the word “a” was written next to it.
· Chapel Hill has two big student housing projects under construction plus others already built. We don’t need more at this time and this is not a good place for them. 
· Comment regarding the above comment: Why not welcome and regulate high quality student housing? Students are why Chapel Hill exists!
· Comment regarding the above comment: University should be responsible for this. 
· Comment regarding the above comment: Do a study – you will find that there is no dearth of student housing. 
· Arrow from socio-demographic: But not encourage housing for perpetual turnover of large transient population -> limit undergraduate student housing + let the University address this week – There were four arrows and two agrees for this statement. 
· Consider that some of the younger generation may not want to live in same type of housing as their parents/grandparents

· Provide a variety of housing suitable for Town and UNC workforces as well as others

· Affordable housing

· Protect school children safety (not just traffic)

· Don’t change integrity of neighborhoods with through-ways

· Children’s safety: A priority over dive bars, undergrad housing we don’t need, + quickie-marts (better on Franklin St.)
Principle 10: Respect Existing Neighborhoods
New development patterns in Central West will respect the integrity of the well-established communities in the area and will provide measures that enhance the character and value of those areas.

· The first “will” was crossed out and “must” was written
· The words “provide measures that” were crossed out
· The word “livability” was written after “respect the integrity”
· Keep trees – buffer between commercial biz + homes

· The word “value” was underlined, and the following comment was added: $ of quality of live or both?

· The phrase “with significant input from residents not only a Committee” as written at the end of the principle. Additional comment: Yes!
· “Respect the integrity” was underlined and the following comment was made: Meaning -> quiet walkable low traffic environmentally protected – Additional comment: Agree

· No run-off into Lake Forest

· Maintain safety of neighborhoods – safe for kids to walk and bike in cul-de-sacs

· No Business, No Apts

· Comment regarding this statement: Why not? This is not a retirement community! 

· Avoid “cut-through” traffic
· No run-off into Eastwood Lakes, set up a fund to protect and restore the lake 

· First do no harm. 

Principle 11: Inclusion of Green Design
Future development in the Central West Focus Area will emphasize environmental protection through the use of low-impact storm water management, green building practices, and environmentally conscious site design.
· The principle had a check mark next to it.
· Make it a park!/We have major water issues now along creek next to P.M.T. road – do no harm!
· Woodsy
· Figure out how to utilize solar energy in light of principle below (Meaning Principle #12; this had a check mark next to it)
· Consider impact on ecosystems/wildlife – (Additional comment) Yes!
· Water control along Piney Mountain Road must be addressed with any development!
· Limit development on steep slopes
· Keep area green
· Avoid buildings that attract very short-term, transient, high garbage producing occupants – such as undergraduate students who do not invent in (care for) the immediate surroundings
· Comment regarding above comment: What a low opinion of students ( many are great residents
· Comment regarding above comment: Many not
Principle 12: Celebrate Preserve Natural Resources (The word “celebrate” was crossed out, and the word “preserve” was added.)
Development in the Central West Focus Area should celebrate and capitalize on the area’s significant and character-contributing natural features, including its tree canopy, water features, and varied terrain.
· Discussion regarding the verbs “celebrate and capitalize”:
· “Capitalize” was crossed-out, and “maintain” was written.

· As in protect

· As in respect and not exploit (A check mark was written next to this.)
· Substitute “value and protect” – that’s what we need! – (Additional comment) Agree

· The words “and character contributing” were crossed out.
· “Its tree canopy” was underlined and Keep the trees! was written next to it.
· “Shrubs” and “creeks” was added so that the principle read “including its tree canopy, shrubs, water creeks features…”
· Steep slopes, wildlife corridors (A check mark was written next to this word), RCD, open space

· No buildings that dwarf trees

· Ensure development does not pollute water systems through runoff while construction or poor design

· Avoid cutting down trees – (Additional comment) Plant new trees, manage canopy and forest – (Additional comment) !yes

· Keep trees from Estes Schools to MLK (Four check marks were next to this statement.)
· No building above the tree canopy (A check mark was next to this statement.) 
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