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	CHAPEL HILL TRANSIT
Town of Chapel Hill
6900 Millhouse Road
Chapel Hill, NC  27514-2401 

phone (919) 969-4900    fax (919) 968-2840
www.townofchapelhill.org/transit



Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard – South Columbia – US 15-501 South Corridor Alternatives Analysis Study

Summary: The Alternatives Analysis (AA) Study will examine a variety of public transportation options and alignments and conclude with the identification of a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the corridor. The study will review transportation corridor from the Eubanks Road Park and Ride to the Southern Village Park and Ride. The study is scheduled to begin in September 2013. The anticipated study timeline is 18 months. 

Background: Transportation projections for significantly increased travel demand identified in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 2040 require a substantial increase in capacity in the Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard corridor. Transit service demand will significantly exceed the existing Chapel Hill Transit (CHT) capacity. A higher capacity mode will be needed to achieve operating efficiencies and meet passenger travel time requirements. The study will expand on previous work to identify and evaluate multiple alignments for the corridor and a broad range of service delivery options in order to recommend a Locally Proffered Alternative (LPA) that: 

· improves accessibility, frequency, connectivity, reliability, capacity, speed, and convenience;

· improves the level of service and increases ridership to the UNC campus/hospital and provides a necessary connection to the new campus at Carolina North; 

· provides access and connection to the proposed UNC Light Rail Station; 

· provides more accessible, safe, and comfortable stations/stops with pedestrian connections to activity centers in the corridor; 

· supports future development within the corridor and provides benefits to existing neighborhoods, including low income and minority populations; and, 

· generates wide public and stakeholder support and encourages partnerships among agencies, businesses and organizations in the corridor. 

Scope:

1. Public Participation
2. Purpose and Need Statement
3. Scoping
4. Evaluation of Corridor and Initial Alternatives
5. Transit Supportive Development
6. Alternatives Conceptual Design
7. Operational Plans
8. Ridership Estimates and Transportation Impact Assessment
9. Capital, Operating, and Life-Cycle Cost Estimates
10. Social, Economic, and Environmental Impact Evaluation
11. Evaluation and Recommendation of a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)
12. LPA Preliminary Design (10%)
13. Conceptual Implementation Plan
14. Study Report
Study Committees:

The Policy Committee will be responsible for the overall direction of the study and will be comprised of elected, government and organizational officials from the study area. The committee members will provide policy guidance throughout the study process.

The Technical Committee will be responsible for advising on technical issues during the study. The committee will be a cross-section of transportation, planning and development professionals from the public and private sectors, community and business leaders and appointed citizens from the Citizens Committee from the study area.

The Citizens Committee will consist of citizens and organizations interested in the study from throughout the Chapel Hill Transit service area. The committee will review study information, assist in decision making and provide a citizen’s perspective throughout the study process.

Contact Information: 
Brian M Litchfield

Interim Director

 (919) 969-4908
    

blitchfield@townofchapelhill.org 
Mila Vega 

Transit Service Planner/AA Project Manager

(919) 969-4916

mvega@townofchapelhill.org  

www.chtransit.org  

www.facebook.com/chtransit   
www.twitter.com/chtransit  

Customer Service Line:  (919) 969-4900
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