Central West Focus Area – Roadshow Session
When: Friday, August 2, 2013 from noon to 1:15pm
Where: Planning Library, Town Hall
Town Staff Present: Megan Wooley, Jackie Thompson, Beth, Michelle Guarino, and Eric Feld 
Community Members Present: K’la Noel, Maggie Repass, Tatianne Barnee, Thilina Weekrakkody, and India Wilson-Rushing 
On Friday, August 2nd, Megan Wooley and Eric Feld held a “roadshow session” with high school students who were interns through the Police Department’s Summer Youth Employment Program to gather their input about what they would like to see in the Central West Focus Area. 
Participants were asked: 
· “What do you like about Chapel Hill?” 

· “What do you wish Chapel Hill had that it doesn’t?”

· “What would you like in the Central West Focus Area?”

Responses:
What do you like about Chapel Hill?
· Low crime rate, feels safe walking
· Pretty, nice trees

· Open, accepting people

· Lots of opportunities 

· Good hospitals 

What do you wish Chapel Hill had that it doesn’t?
· Wish there was a bigger store in town
· More restaurants, shopping area, more stuff to do

· Sportsplex and movie theater

· Not many things for young people to do 

· More housing that people could afford 

· More shopping for high schoolers

What would you like in the Central West Focus Area?
Shopping
· A shoe store
· A better mall

· Clothing store

· Shopping area for the “everyday person,” not only high end

· A REI store

· Shopping mall with several name-brand stores (similar to the Streets of Southpoint)

· Shopping places (Forever 21, Charlotte Russe, Wet Seal, etc.)

· A Big Beauty World (a place to buy cosmetics) 
· Stores for the elderly too

· Urban clothing stores for young people in the community 

Restaurants

· A restaurant (not fast food) – Outback, Chili’s, Konki 
· Food services

· Better fast food places (Cookout, Bojangles, Sonic)

· Coffeeshop/café (one that could have music, art shows)
Activities

· An amusement park – a place where teens can have fun

· Swimming area (The group felt that Hargraves was too far; what about the people at Timberlyne? Would like to be able to swim for free)
· Movie theater

· Sportsplex (maybe with an ice skating rink – The group felt that this was a good way for the Town to make money and to have youth activities)
· Teen-friendly centers and programming (mixed-use space for youth)
· Recreation center for all ages (e.g., climbing center – could be outdoor like in Asheville or Boone), would be great on a busline, use the space to hold meetings and hang out
· Another open pool for the community/recreation center

· Aquarium

Housing

· Apartments for rent

· Affordable housing

Other 

· More hair salons

· Spas

· Space for artists to work

· A public “square”

· Leave some trees for the deer
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