Central West Steering Committee Response to Community Concerns
For discussion at the September 19th Steering Committee meeting

· TRAFFIC

Traffic has been expressed as a primary concern by the community.
· The Committee has also recognized traffic as a major issue to address in the Plan.

· The Alternative Vision plan also recognizes traffic as an issue and calls for mitigation strategies. 
· The Committee has received extensive traffic data analysis reports from the Town staff and the traffic consultant VHB.  These include exploration of the effects of a variety of use/density options and mitigation strategies.  The results are being used to inform our discussion of different development scenarios.

· Although final decisions have been taken, the Committee is considering having the final Plan call for traffic mitigation measures on Estes and a link between future traffic and allowed levels of development.
· RESPECT FOR EXISTING NEIGHBORHOODS

The community has requested that existing neighborhoods not be negatively impacted by new development.

· The Committee supports this goal, but we have the additional aspiration of creating a plan that will go beyond protection to enhancing the lives of area residents and visitors.

· The Alternative Vision plan also emphasizes respect for existing neighborhoods with residential uses adjacent to the neighborhoods.

· All concepts under discussion provide for a variety of transitions between new development and existing neighborhoods, including green buffers – perhaps combined with a greenway – and keeping building heights similar to adjacent structures.
· All concepts also provide for a transition of uses, putting residential uses next to existing residential neighborhoods.

· WALKABLE DESTINATIONS

The community has expressed a desire for walkable destinations, including retail and public spaces (e.g., a “Town Square”).
· All concepts that have been discussed include community-oriented retail in close proximity to a public space.
· The Alterative Vision plan includes retail and office uses in Area A. 

· Other public spaces (e.g., community parks, greenways, open space) have been included in all concepts discussed.
· The potential inclusion of institutional uses could also provide for public destinations.
· SAFETY

The community has strongly expressed the desire to increase safety for bicyclists and pedestrians in the area, particularly school children.
· The Committee addressed safety concerns in the principles and objectives (primarily in Principle 6, but also in the objectives for Principles 4, 5, and 10).

· Current concepts supported by the group include off-road bicycle and pedestrian paths along Estes and elsewhere in the area.
· The group will recommend connections to the broader Town greenway network.

· ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

We have heard requests for extra protection of environmentally sensitive areas.
· Concepts under consideration provide for construction using small footprints to minimize their impact to sensitive areas.

· The Alternative Vision Plan also emphasizes environmental protection, especially in Area H.

· The group is also considering recommending exploration of ways to do a land swap or other solution that would be acceptable to landowners so that old forests in the southern parts of the Planning Area could become conservation or park land.
