DRAFT Central West Streetscape Vision
Street character and design features can give an area a distinctive identity and make a space interesting, attractive, and safe for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers. The Central West Focus Area should employ the following streetscape characteristics to provide a consistent feel and sense of place throughout the area. 
These consistent designs would apply to streets, sidewalks, and open space, such as through lighting, trees, bus stop shelters, street furnishings, and other elements.  Streetscape amenities and signage can also be incorporated to provide a sense of place, and the colors could create a sense of unity throughout the area. Such visual cues would indicate to residents and visitors that the Central West area is distinct and unique district.  

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and Estes Drive Streetscape Elements
Intersection Character: The streetscape at the Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and Estes Drive intersection should receive special attention and be a gateway into town and a landmark for the Central West area.  The intersection should have distinctive landscaping, such as special paving for crosswalks, a public plaza with art or a fountain, street and pedestrian lighting, and places for outdoor gatherings. Low stone walls could provide a visual link between this area and the main University of North Carolina campus, and the walls could separate the public street activity from the private realm. A design competition could be used to engage people in the design of this community space and to create a unique identity for this important intersection.

Short Setbacks: New development should have short setbacks from the street which encourages activity near the street and easy visibility of the storefronts and their displays. Entrances and outdoor areas should front the street. Small setbacks would encourage commercial activity, increase safety, encourage walking and biking, and slow traffic. 

Building Facades: For a successful pedestrian commercial area, long building facades should be avoided which do not relate to the street activity.  The commercial facades should be permeable to pedestrian traffic with storefronts, entrances, and outdoor eating areas facing the street.  Buildings should have varying setbacks to distinguish between different stores and dwelling units.
Inclusion of Green Space: Green space should be a prominent feature of this area. Commercial and residential street fronts should include green spaces which open onto the street.  Pedestrian and bike paths through these green spaces can provide access into the heart of the developed areas and invite views into the developments for passing vehicles.

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Streetscape Elements
Landscaped Median: MLK has the potential to become a boulevard in the best sense of the term.  The landscaped median which has been installed on MLK north of this area, near Weaver Dairy Road, should be continued throughout the length of MLK. This median should be landscaped for its entire length with shade trees, flowers, and other high-quality plant materials.  
Pedestrian Refuges: Crosswalks near bus stops should have pedestrian refuges in the median to protect pedestrians while they are crossing the street; these crosswalks would preferably be signalized.  The refuges could contain paved areas with seating and perhaps even a shelter or arbor, which could make them especially noticeable to the passing traffic.  Bus shelters could have a similar design theme.  
Bicycle and Pedestrian Buffers: MLK should accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians in separate paths which would ideally be separated from traffic by significantly sized planting strips.  The largest street trees allowed by NCDOT could fill these strips, providing a visual rhythm to the street, shade for the street and paths, and a sense of separation between motorized and non-motorized traffic.  Additional street lighting would provide ambient lighting for vehicular traffic, and downlighting elements scaled for pedestrians should be installed for safety and visibility for people walking at night. 
Estes Drive Streetscape Elements

Street Frontage: New development on Estes Drive should face the street and include visible pedestrian and commercial activity, such as on Franklin Street.  
Building and Street Furnishings: Awnings, landscaping and street furnishings should be included in the space between the buildings and the streets; these will help to establish a sense of scale appropriate to a pedestrian area.  Similar to MLK, existing trees should be maintained or new trees should be planted on both side of Estes Drive which will maintain the tree-lined feel and identity of Estes Drive.  
Estes Drive – From Schools to Library: The portion of Estes Drive from the schools to the Library should maintain its residential character and continue to be a two-lane road. Crosswalks on Estes Drive should be provided at all intersections, and these should be signalized, if traffic volumes indicate a need.
Through the uses of appropriate street character elements, the quality of the Central West area would be instantly conveyed to residents and visitors. The beautiful street landscaping, lighting and amenities, and well-organized traffic patterns would provide the area with a sense of place and indicate that this is a special district within Chapel Hill. 
