Process to Consider
Possible Future Use of
Historic Town Hall
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Historic Town Hall
Committee Charge

Consider the possible future use of Historic
Town Hall as a Visitors and/or History Center

— Feasibllity?
— Community Value?
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Petition

June 27, 2016
t As you know, many citizens of Chape| Hill were disappointed when oyr Town decided jt could nog longer
afford a museum and were unwilling to Support it with any funds, (As a former Chair of the Board, | was

Orange County Visitor's Center angd Chapel Hjlj Museum,

*  Met with the Orange County Visitor's Bureay Board ang made 3 Presentation on the proposal, |
believe it js safe to that the generaj concept of combining the Visitors Center with the Chapel

. *  We have reviewed the report provided by the County for the Upgrade of the old town hall.

the Orange County Board of Commissioners.

Thanks for your enthusiasm and support for this idea,

Rev. Robert Seymour Alan E, Rimer




Committee Members

Sally Greene — Town Council — Committee Chair

Penny Rich — Orange County Commissioner

Moses Carey — Community Member

Joel Curran — UNC-Chapel Hill

Richard Ellington — Historical Society Board Member
Josh Gurlitz — Architect

Alan Rimer — Former Chapel Hill Museum Board Member
Lee Storrow — Visitors Bureau Board Member

Chela Tu — Chamber of Commerce
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Committee Partners
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Historic Town Hall
* 7,534 usable sq. ft.
* Fully renovate interior

welcoming

« Sustainable funding source
« Continue maintenance/repair
» Costs and benefits to downtown businesses
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“Either the museums will transform themselves into
an activist role or . . . ‘the museum as a living
institution will disappear. Petrified into a state of
passive conservation, it will be nothing but a static
cultural archive center, oblivious of its responsibilities
and remote, If not entirely removed, from those who
most require it.”

—Dillon Ripley, The Sacred Grove: Essays on Museums (1969)
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Durham
History Hub
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Community Input Meeting

 How could a place to connect people to Chapel
Hill's history and culture, past and present, be of
value to the community?

« What would such a space need to look like and
do to feel like it belonged to the community?

« Does a future use related to history/ culture
resonate for Historic Town Hall?
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FIndings

* Evolving Nature of Museums

* Evolving Nature of Visitors Centers

» Historical Society Well Situated in Library
 Demand for Space for Cultural Activities
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Suggested Considerations

Continue considering

* Future use as a space to highlight local history
and culture

* Visitors Bureau and Orange County
Commissioners’ interest in co-locating in Historic
Town Hall

* Nearby properties with potential synergies
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Committee’s Recommended
Next Steps

« Engage Diverse Communities and Identify
Opportunities for Collaboration

Define Mission, Goals, and Audience

Determine Ownership and Financial Commitment

Analyze Economic and Social Costs and Benefits
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Recommended Council Action

That the Council adopt Resolution R-13 to:
« accept the Committee’s report,
« dissolve the Committee, and

« authorize the Town Manager and Chairs of the
Historic Town Hall Committee and Town Properties
Task Force to review the reports, identify
connections and discuss potential next steps.

The Town Manager will bring a report for the Council’s
consideration in the Fall.
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