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517 EAST FRANKLIN STREET      Justification of Appropriateness for New Fence  

A. The height of the building in relation to the average height of the nearest adjacent and opposite buildings.
We propose a new fence as described in the attached drawings and photographs. We propose that the height of the fence will be under 
six feet (including the height of the tallest support posts in between the panels of pickets) which complies with requirements as laid out in 
the zoning of the lot (‘Fences and walls not exceeding six (6) feet in height’ are allowed in setbacks per the Land Use Management 
Ordinance Exceptions to Setback and Height Regulations Section 3.83. (a) 3.) The fence will be of the same height as the existing fence 
along the east side of the property, and will thus be in scale to existing features on the site. Privacy fences up to six feet in height are 
located at numerous properties in the Franklin Rosemary District. The proposed fence is also lower in height than the existing outbuilding 
or garage on the site, as well as being decidedly lower than the height of the single family residence that is the primary structure on the 
lot.

B. The setback and placement on lot of the building in relation to the average setback and placement of the nearest adjacent and opposite buildings.
The fence is proposed to be located to the rear of the single family house.  Fences are allowed to be built per the LUMO in setbacks. In 
accordance with the Design Guidelines for the Chapel Hill Historic Districts (page 17, Guidelines: Walls and Fences, item 9) we propose 
that the new fence, by being located in the rear yard of the house, does not compromise the historic character of the building. The house 
will maintain it’s visual connection to and from East Franklin Street. The site’s character is not compromised insofar as the yard will be 
spatially defined by the border and edge that the new privacy fence provides. The house will continue to maintain it’s presence and 
historic character as a single family residence. The house itself is representative of the the structures along this stretch of East Franklin 
Street as far as its relationship and setback from the street is concerned.

C. Exterior construction materials, including texture and pattern.
We propose a simple, pine fence to match the existing fence on the site. This new fence would be made from a traditional material (wood) 
in accordance with Wall and Fence Guidelines (Item 8.) The fence, although utilitarian, will be in keeping with the construction of the 
wood framed house on the site.

D.  Architectural detailing, such as lintels, cornices, brick bond and foundation materials. 
The detailing of the fence is simple and utilitarian. The fence’s simple plain appearance is compatible with the Victorian, Gothic Revival style 
of the house in that it does not conflict with the existing context, nor does it attempt to mimic or parrot it.

E. Roof shapes, forms and materials.             
Not applicable; no roof is involved with the proposed addition of this fence.

F. Proportion, shape, positioning and location, pattern, and size of any elements of fenestration. 
Not applicable; no fenestration is involved with the proposed addition of this fence.

G. General form and proportions of buildings and structures.
The general form and proportions of the fence would be decidedly secondary to the single family house located on the site and are 
appropriate to the nature of a fence.

H. Appurtenant fixtures and other features such as lighting. 
Not applicable; no fixtures or lighting are involved with the proposed addition of this fence.

I.Structural conditions and soundness.
The fence will be built from sound, quality materials.

J. Architectural Scale 
The scale of the fence is in keeping with the scale of a typical privacy fence. 


















