


[bookmark: _Hlk66114498]PARKS, GREENWAYS, AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
AGENDA

7:00 P.M., Tuesday, May 18, 2021
Virtual Meeting 
Chapel Hill, NC

[bookmark: gjdgxs][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Roll Call: Renuka Soll (Chair), Wesley McMahon (Vice Chair), Alice Armstrong (Orange County Representative), Jeanette Bench, Leah Boucher, William Kaiser, Lydia Kivihya-Ndugga, Guthrie Richardson (Youth Council Representative), Jochen Schwarz, and Tyler Steelman 

7:00 p.m.	1. Welcome and Roll Call – Chair

7:05 p.m.	2. Approval of Minutes (April 20, 2021)

7:10 p.m.	3. Communications and Petitions from Commission, Council Liaisons, and Staff

7:15 p.m.	4. Questions and Petitions from the Public in Attendance – Chair

7:20 p.m.	5. Gene Strowd Community Rose Garden Update - Caroline Pence, 
		Program Officer, and Lee Storrow, Board Member, Strowd Roses, Inc. 

7:35 p.m.	6.	Stillhouse Bottom Nature Preserve Land Acquisition Pledge Request – Johnny Randall, Director of Conservation Programs, North Carolina Botanical Garden and Phil Fleischmann, Parks and Recreation Director

7:45 p.m.	7. Morgan Creek Greenway Bartram Bridge Section - Johnny Randall, Director of Conservation Programs, North Carolina Botanical Garden and Marcia Purvis, Senior Planner

8:00 p.m. 	8. Cemeteries Update – Kevin Robinson, Park Maintenance Superintendent, Parks and Recreation Department 


[bookmark: _Hlk61436700]8:15 p.m.	9. Liaison reports
		Commission liaisons may make a report on topics of interest to the entire Commission:
· Community Design Commission 				Steelman
· Community Tree Committee 				Kaiser
· Cultural Arts Commission 				Kivihya-Ndugga
· Environmental Stewardship Advisory Board 		Boucher
· Friends of Chapel Hill Parks & Recreation		McMahon
· Orange County Parks/Recreation Council 		Armstrong
· Planning Commission 					Bench
· Transportation & Connectivity Advisory Board		Soll
· Youth Council 						Richardson

8:30 p.m.	10. Adjourn 

AGENDA NOTES

3. 	Communications and Petitions
Booker Creek Adopt a Trail Volunteers: Fourteen-year-old Teresa Fang shared an article, "Turning Over a New Leaf," that she had published in the Scholastic Kids Press newsmagazine. The article is about the community's Adopt-a-Trail effort at Booker Creek. Workdays will resume in the fall.

Capital Improvement Program Update: – A memo from Chair Renuka Soll regarding the Commission's 5-year budget priorities was sent to the Mayor and Town Council on April 27, 2021.

Town 2/3 Bond Program Update: The Town's bond sale received a reasonable interest rate and a premium on the sale. This occurrence means that there is an additional $85,309.54 to allocate towards existing projects. 

The Department has requested that the additional dollars be set up in a holding account because of rising costs of construction materials due to the production shortage caused by the pandemic.

National Trails Day Update – During the week leading up to June 5, as part of the Town of Chapel Hill's National Trails Day celebration, Parks and Recreation will have a self-guided event promoting the new improvements to the Bolin Creek Trail. Signage will be placed at Community Center Park, Hargraves Park, and Umstead Park promoting the trail and the latest connectivity and enhancements from Umstead Park to the Chapel Hill Community Center. Visitors will be able to use a QR code to access a video of the ribbon cutting celebrating the improvements. Activities will also be shared on social media. The Friends of Chapel Hill Parks and Recreation and the Triangle Chapter of Girls on the Run will partner in the National Trails Day celebration this year.

Greenways, Sidepaths, and Parks Projects Progress: Following are brief updates. Commission members should feel free to contact the staff if they have any questions or comments. 

	Bolin Creek Greenway Project Update: J Massullo, artist and muralist, worked with several Chapel Hill High School students and faculty members to add murals to the four Orange Water and Wastewater Services utility pipes near Bolin Creek Greenway Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard tunnel. The new artwork complements the murals J Massullo painted on the face of the tunnel.
[image: C:\Users\mpurvis\Desktop\Bolin Creek OWASA Art Project.jpg]

Morgan Creek Greenway East and West Extension Project: Parks and Recreation staff submitted a Community Projects Funding request to Congressman Price's office for the Project. Upon receiving guidance from Price's office, the team later applied for "Member Designated" funding in the upcoming Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure surface transportation reauthorization legislation. Additionally, the Town has submitted a survey to see if the Project is a candidate for RAISE grant funding available through the NCDOT.

Playgrounds at Burlington and North Forest Hills Update: The selected vendor, Peggs Recreation, is scheduled to make upgrades later this month after the company receives the equipment from the manufacturer. An e-news release will be published, and signs will be posted before work begins. 

Pickleball Town Hall Meeting: Parks and Recreation staff participated in a virtual community meeting hosted by Chapel Hill Pickleball on May 10. Over 55 individuals were in attendance during the meeting. Updates on Ephesus Park and Southern Community Park were shared.  


5.	Gene Strowd Community Rose Garden - Caroline Pence, Program Officer, and Lee Storrow, Board Member, will provide information on the history of Strowd Roses, Inc. and upcoming projects. Strowd Roses, Inc. is a charitable foundation that was established in 2001 through the bequest of Irene Strowd in memory of her husband Gene Strowd.

6.	Stillhouse Bottom Nature Preserve - Johnny Randall, Director Conservation Programs, North Carolina Botanical Garden, will discuss the need for the Commission's support of North Carolina Botanical Garden Foundation's request Town pledge a $100,000 match towards a North Carolina Land and Water Conservation Trust Fund grant application. If received, the funding would allow the Foundation to acquire 7-acres of undeveloped property, which would add to its Stillhouse Bottom Nature preserve area and effectively grow the Morgan Creek Bluffs National Heritage Area.


7. 	Morgan Creek Greenway Bartram Bridge Trail Section - Johnny Randall, Director Conservation Programs, North Carolina Botanical Garden, will provide information on the Bartram Bridge section of the Morgan Creek Greenway Project. This portion would span Morgan Creek and connect neighborhoods north and south of the creek and allow areas south of the stream to have safe bicycle and pedestrian access into Chapel Hill and Carrboro.

8.	Cemeteries Update – Kevin Robinson, Park Maintenance Superintendent will provide a quarterly update on the Parks and Recreation Department’s operations and maintenance program for the Town’s cemeteries. 
	

POSSIBLE FUTURE MEETING TOPICS
June 2021 Working Draft Agenda for Planning Purposes:
· Pickleball at Southern Community Park Update
· Summer Programs Update
· Greene Tract Property Information

Greenways Updates:
	Greenways Topics Covered So Far:
· Blue Hill District Sidepaths and Trails
· Bolin Creek and Horace Williams Trails
· Booker Creek
· Fordham Sidepath Project
· Morgan Creek and Fan Branch Trails
· North and Dry Creek Trails

Other Interests / Topics:
How to move projects forward? - Discuss Town’s borrowing status/capacity with 
Budget Management Department team members
Town of Carrboro Capital Improvement Program Projects - Carrboro Recreation and Parks Department 
Orange County Capital Improvement Program Projects - Orange County Parks and Recreation Division
Payment-in-lieu Program Update and Modifications of Town’s Ordinance 
Teen Center Tour with Commission
Open Space Data – How much do we have in comparison to other communities? Where are there gaps? 
American Legion Update
Greene Tract Project Presentation – Fall 2021
Eastown Project
Rails to Trails
Sidewalk Maintenance
Bus Rapid Transit
Development Buffers
Affordable Housing
Sponsorships
Park Fees and Cost Recovery Overview
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