
COUNCIL LAND USE AUTHORITY 
LEGISLATIVE



Local governments in North Carolina have 
no inherent power.

Created by the state and may exercise 
only those powers delegated by the 
General Assembly.



“Health, 
safety, and 

welfare”
Budget OtherZoning and 

Land Use



Zoning and 
Land Use

“…to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; to 
avoid undue concentration of population; to lessen congestion in the streets; 
to secure safety from fire, panic, and dangers; to facilitate the efficient and 
adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and 
other public requirements; and to promote the health, safety, morals, or 
general welfare of the community.”  G.S. 160D-701.
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•Must exist
•Not regulation; not 
binding
•Must be considered during 
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Regulation
• Ordinances regulating 
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Zoning

• Division into zoning 
districts

• Rezoning
• Related: Development 

Agreements
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• Conditional 
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Conditional Zoning 
CONDITIONS

“Conditions and site-specific standards…shall be limited to those that 
address conformance of the development and use of the site 
to…ordinances, [comprehensive plans], or the impacts reasonably 
expected to be generated by the development or use of the site.”

• May not require/include conditions not otherwise authorized by 
law, such as “taxes, impact fees…or other unauthorized limitations 
on the development or use of land” without express consent.

Petitioner/owner must CONSENT to the conditions in writing.



Conditional Zoning 
CONDITIONS
• ALSO:

-From Joyce and Lovelady, 
SOG



Rezoning (Legislative) process under NCGS

Staff Review 
and Processing

Planning 
Commission 

Review (Open)

Public Hearing 
and Council 

Decision



Raleigh 
UDO



LUMO:  library.municode.com NC          Chapel Hill
Scroll down to “Appendix A: Land Use Management”

USE TABLE:  HERE

https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/nc/chapel_hill/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_APXALAUSMA_ART3ZODIUSDIST_3.7USRE
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