






 

 

 

 

 Thank You to Our Community Champions! 

2023 Chamber Officers 

Lori Doherty, Chair, Doherty Home Inspections 

Dan Lehman, Vice Chair, UNC Health 

Vakesia Graves, Immediate Past-Chair, Duke 
Energy 

Creighton Blackwell, Chair of the Partnership, 
Coastal Credit Union 

Sweta Adkin, Treasurer, Adkin CPA  
Robert Saunders, General Counsel, Brooks 

Pierce Law Firm 
Aaron Nelson, Secretary,  

The Chamber President & CEO 

2023 Board of Directors 

Elie Abou-Rjeileh, Olmaz Jewelers 

Manish Atma, Atma Hotel Group 

Jes Averhart, Jes & Co. 

Donna Bell, Congruence Counseling 

La-Tasha Best-Gaddy, Infinity Bridges 

Tim Dalton, Truist 

Zoë Dehmer, Acme Food & Beverage 

Greg Fitch, Fearrington Village 

Rory Gillis, Triangle Media Partners 

Dr. Nyah Hamlett, Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools 

Betsy Harris, Vice Chair Government Affairs, 
Armacell 

Mayor Pam Hemminger, Town of Chapel Hill 

Kelly Holcombe, BCBS of NC 

Joel Levy, Joel I Levy, CPA  

Scott Maitland, Top of the Hill 

Lydia Mason, Piedmont Health 

Chris McClure, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Poonam Nandani, Hendrick Southpoint Auto 
Mall 

Tola Oguntoyinbo, Vice Chair Technology, 
ShineBig 

Chris Peronto, Vice Chair Strategy, UNC 

Kenan-Flagler Business School 

Jennifer Player, Habitat for Humanity 

Eliazar Posada, Posada Strategy Consulting 

Anna Richards, Orange County Government 

Caroline Riggsbee, Pinnacle Financial Partners 

Michael Rodriguez, Subway 
Wes Rowe, Wintergreen Hospitality 
Mayor Damon Seils, Town of Carrboro 

Mark Sherburne, The Carolina Inn 

Ryan Stewart, Trinsic Residential Group 

Connolly Walker, Vice Chair Membership, 

Harris & Company Insurance 

Chamber Staff 

Aaron Nelson,  President & CEO 

Jensen Anderson, Director of Community 
Engagement | Assistant to the President 

Rebecca Dickenson, VP for Membership 

Seth Hoyle, Communications and Member 
Relations Coordinator  

Katie Loovis, VP for Community, Economic, 
and Workforce Development  

McKenzie Reinhold, Director of Programs and 
Member Engagement  

Brian Rowe, Chief Financial Officer 

Aury St. Germain, Director of Communications 
and Business Development 

 
 

 

104 South Estes Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

p 919.967.7075 

carolinachamber.org 

 

 February 24, 2023 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of The Chamber for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro (NC), 

representing 600 employers with 95,000 workers throughout the Triangle 

Region, I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the Town of 

Chapel Hill’s grant application to the 2023 Rebuilding American 

Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.  

Our Chamber’s vision is to be a resilient, globally recognized community 

with the talent, infrastructure, and investment that drives the success of 

local employers and supports world-class education, public amenities, and 

thriving downtowns.  

This grant will allow our Town leadership to conduct a feasibility study for 

the Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways network. Our expectation is that 

this study will result in the acceleration of the “Complete Community” 

framework, which includes more greenways that increase mobility for all 

while also improving our quality of life. Indeed, this will help make our 

community a place where more people want to live, learn, work, play, and 

start and grow a business.  

Having Chapel Hill Transit – one of the nation’s earliest fare-free bus 

systems – in the driver’s seat on this feasibility study makes us confident 

that the RAISE funds will be thoughtfully leveraged for strong regional 

results that demonstrate national leadership in safe and equitable 

greenway development.  

Thank you for your consideration,  

 

Aaron Nelson 

President and CEO 

The Chamber for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro  





 

February 22, 2023 

 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Office of the Secretary 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg 

 

On behalf of Grubb Properties, I am pleased to provide this letter in support of the Town of 

Chapel Hill’s grant application to the 2023 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 

Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program to pursue a feasibility study for the Town’s 

Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways network.  

 

Grubb Properties is committed to creating productive places to live and work that inspire 

community, encourage well-being, and enable mobility. In our Chapel Hill developments, we 

have prioritized transportation connectivity, with the goal of building communities that reverse 

the typical car-centric culture in favor of a more sustainable, people- and bike-friendly 

environment through planning. We enlisted Copenhagenize a leading planning and design firm 

out of Denmark, to encourage and enable the use of alternative forms of transportation at our 

Glen Lennox community.  

 

We believe connectivity and alternative transportation options can help with housing 

affordability and economic mobility. Building and maintaining parking is more expensive than 

many realize, and residents are often forced to subsidize those costs whether or not they use a 

parking spot. If developers do not have to build as much parking, they can pass those savings on 

to residents through lower rents. Additionally, reducing car dependency can also reduce a 

resident’s daily cost of living by eliminating the increasing cost of car ownership and 

maintenance.  

  

The Town of Chapel Hill is committed to providing transportation options for all residents to 

move around safely. Greenways are integral to reducing auto-dependence, improving access to 

local and regional jobs and transit, providing safe and enjoyable transportation options, reducing 

greenhouse emissions, and improving the quality of life for residents.  

Chapel Hill’s ambitious Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways initiative aims to shift how 

greenways are used so they play a greater role in day-to-day transportation. The plan is to focus 

housing growth along the greenway network and ensure that residents can get where they want to 

go without getting in a car. When implemented, the extensive greenway network will alter the 

development and transportation patterns in Chapel Hill into the future. 



Home to Chapel Hill Transit – one of the nation’s earliest fare-free bus systems – Chapel Hill 

and its community partners have a long and proud history of supporting alternative 

transportation.  I believe that receipt of the RAISE grant will allow Chapel Hill to continue to be 

a leader in providing alternative transportation and access for all.  

 

We urge you to consider the application from the Town of Chapel Hill. Should you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Clay Grubb 

CEO 

Grubb Properties 



 

 

The voice of the regional business community on transportation | letsgetmoving.org   

Regional Transportation Alliance  |  800 South Salisbury St. Raleigh, NC 27601  |  919.664.7062 

 

February 15, 2023 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC  20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

On behalf of the Regional Transportation Alliance – the voice of the regional business community 

on transportation in North Carolina’s Research Triangle area – I am writing to express our support for 

the Town of Chapel Hill’s 2023 RAISE grant application to pursue a feasibility study for the Town’s 

proposed “Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways” network.  

 

The Town is committed to providing options for all residents to move around safely. Greenways are 

integral to reducing auto dependence, improving access to local and regional jobs and transit, 

providing safe mobility options, reducing emissions, and improving quality of life. 

 

Chapel Hill’s Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways initiative aims to shift how greenways are used 

so they play a greater role in day-to-day transportation. The plan is to focus housing growth along 

the greenway network so that residents can get where they want to go without getting in a car.  

 

For more than two decades, Chapel Hill has had one of the nation’s most prolific zero fare bus 

systems, and its community partners have a proud history of supporting alternative transportation. 

This greenways initiative is a natural extension of this multimodal, collaborative partnership. 

 

The regional business community thanks you for your consideration of the Town of Chapel Hill’s 2023 

RAISE grant request. Please contact me at 919.664.7065 or joe@letsgetmoving.org with questions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joe Milazzo II, PE 

Executive Director 

Regional Transportation Alliance 

 

 

mailto:joe@letsgetmoving.org


 

 

February 15, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Letter in Support of the Town of Chapel Hill’s RAISE Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Southern Environmental Law Center, I am pleased to provide this letter in support of the 
Town of Chapel Hill’s grant application to the 2023 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program to pursue a feasibility study for the Town’s 
Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways network.  

The Southern Environmental Law Center is a non-profit organization that works to protect the basic right 
to clean air, clean water, and a livable climate; to preserve our region’s natural treasures and rich 
biodiversity; and to provide a healthy environment for all.  Among other priorities, we advocate for 
equitable land use and transportation solutions that reduce carbon emissions and promote denser, better 
connected communities. 

The Town of Chapel Hill is committed to providing transportation options for all residents to move 
around safely. Greenways are integral to reducing auto-dependence, improving access to local and 
regional jobs and transit, providing safe and enjoyable transportation options, reducing greenhouse 
emissions, and improving the quality of life for residents. 

Chapel Hill’s ambitious Everywhere to Everywhere Greenways initiative aims to shift how greenways are 
used so they play a greater role in day-to-day transportation. The plan is to focus housing growth along 
the greenway network and ensure that residents can get where they want to go without getting in a car. 
When implemented, the extensive greenway network will alter the development and transportation 
patterns in Chapel Hill into the future. 

Home to Chapel Hill Transit – one of the nation’s earliest fare-free bus systems – Chapel Hill and its 
community partners have a long and proud history of supporting alternative transportation.  I believe 
receipt of the RAISE grant will allow Chapel Hill to continue to be a leader in providing alternative 
transportation and access for all.  

We urge you to consider the application from the Town of Chapel Hill. Should you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

Megan Kimball 
Staff Attorney 
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